
BIG EYES (whole film to be used with edited scenes) 
 
Themes for Discussion 

• Abuse 
• Gender bias 
• Relationships 
• Identity 
• Expression through art 

 
Materials needed 

• DVD or Digital Copy of MOVIE (Director Tim Burtion, 2014) 
• Equipment for showing film screen/moniter/dvd player/computer/speakers 
• Paper/Journals/Writing Utensils 
• Activity Descriptions/Directions 
• 8x10 canvas and paint supplies 
• Discussion Questions 

 
Purpose of activity 

• To promote awareness of abuse and how to respond 
• To discuss finding and protecting one’s identity  
• To consider ways that women and girls sometimes hide their abilities  
• To discuss ways to combat this  

 
Plot summary 

• “Margaret Keane’s paintings of wide-eyed women and children were hugely popular in 
the 1950s and 1960s, and yet no one knew who she was. This is because her husband 
Walter Keane claimed that he painted them. Unraveling this intriguing story, Tim Burton 
uses his trademark eccentricity and magical realism to reveal the extent to which Walter 
Keane not only manipulated Margaret but also his audience. An intimate and sometimes 
sinister portrait of an oppressive relationship, the film also acts as a microscope on 
American society - marriage, sexism, culture - of the time.” –Into Film 
https://www.intofilm.org/films/18280  

 
 
Description of activity 

• Using the content from the film Big Eyes, develop engaging sentence structures using the 
prompts and examples in the activity pictured below.  

• Choose 6 of the 12 sentence structures.  
• Record sentences in your journal and be prepared to share 
• Choose one of your sentences and depict it visually using the artist’s medium. (Canvas 

and paint supplies are provided).  
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
(Activity reference: Dr. James, UWF) 

 
 
Discussion questions 

• What is one image from the film that caused you to feel a lot of emotion? Describe. 
• Did anything anger you in this story? 
• How do you think the abuse in this film affected the main character and her daughter? 
• What do you think she should have done to protect herself and her daughter? 



• Give an example of a difficult situation in the story. Do you agree or disagree with how 
the main character handled the situation? What could she have done differently?   

• How was the main character’s identity threatened?  
• How do you think she should have gone about maintaining her identity? 
• Do you think this is particularly difficult for women to do? Why or why not? 
• Can you think of other examples of women who were overshadowed by the 

accomplishments of men?  
• Does this ever happen in classroom settings? 
• How can parents, teachers, and other adults advocate for girls in the classroom so that 

they feel comfortable showing their abilities and talents?  
 
 
 


